
J O U R N A L  

T H E  A S I A T I C  S O C I E T Y .  

No. 17.-May, 1&33. 

I.--- a*l CUjcatkm ofthe Militmg Z).ibct of N w .  By B. H. 
Hodgson, E q .  - - f, 

[ R a l @ t t h M r c I q d U m @ t h J m m r y , 1 ~ ]  larv 

'I'm great aboriginal stock of the inhabitants of these mountaim, 
meit of the river Kdi,  or in N@, is Mongol. The fact is i n m i ,  
m characters so plain, upon their faces, forms, and languages, that we 
rmp well dispenne with the superflnoun and vain attempt to trace it 
bktorically in the meagre ohronicles of barbarians. 

Bat from the 12th century downwards, the tide of Mwsulnuja con- 
quest oad bigotry continued to aweep multitudes of the Brahama of 
the phi- from Hid&& into the proximate W, which now corn- 
porn tbe weatern territories of the kingdom of N+dl. There the 
Brahaw soon located themselves. They found the natives illiterate, 
a d  without faith, but fierce and proud. 
Thew object waa to make them converts to H i d d i m ,  and so to 

a m b  the deting iduence derived from their learning and politeness. 
T h y  caw that the barbarians had vacant minb,  d y  to reoeive their 
docbirres, but epirita not apt to stoop to degradation ; and they acted 
locordingly. Tothe earliest audmost U i e d  of their converts they 
~mmunicated, in d e h  of the creed they taught, the lofty rank and 
bonorn of the & M y a  order. But the Brahrnoru had aensual passions 
to gratify, aa well as ambition. They found the native females-even 
tbe moot distinguished-nothing loath ; but still of a temper, like that 
of the malea, prompt to repel indignitim. Theee females would, in- 
deed, welcome ths palirbed Br- to their embrace6 : but &their 
ofEprbg must not be stigmatised M the infamo~r p m p p  of a 
&rlur d a iUUckha-munt, on the contrary, be raised to eminence 

I 1 



in the new order of things introduced by their fathem. To thin pro- 
geny a h ,  then, the BrOIUMRI, in still greater d a c e  of their cresd. 
communicated the rank of the second order of H i a d i d ;  and fram 
these two roots, mainly, sprung the now numerous, predomhnt, and 
extensively ramified, tribe of the K+riginrrlly the name of r 
muall clan of creedleas barbarians, now the proud title of the &ha- 
triyo, or military order of the kingdom of NejdZ. The oEqring d 
o r i g i d  Khdr femalea and of Btahmcur, with the h o n o r e d  rsnlr af the 
m n d  order of Hindcionn, got the patronymic titles of the f i t  order; 
and hence the key to the anomdous nomenclature of so m y  Arpm 
of the military tribes of N+dl is to be eought in the nomenclature of 
the sacred order. I t  may be added, as remarkably illuotrative of tbe 
lofty spirit of the Parbattiah, that, in spite of the yearly increasing 
sway of Hiadtiinn in N t j d ,  and of the various attempts of the B d  

iu high o!Kce, to procure the abolition of a custom eo d i c d l y  
oppoled to the creed both ,gPrties now profear, the Khh st i l l  hiat 
that the h i t  of commerce (marriage is out of the question) between 
their f d e s  an$ males of the sacred order &dl be ranked m gale 

h.ipcru, wear the thread, and aswme the patronymic title. 
The o r i g d  Khh, thus favored by it, became rn and eatidy de- 

voted to the Brahadud system*. The progresr of Zskfsr below drily 
,poured fresh refugeer among them. 

They availed themaelves of the superior knowledge of the rtr- 
to subdue the neigh- tribes of aborighm, were eaaxdd bqcDd 
their hopes, and, in such a career oontinued for ryee, grsd9$ly IDegsd 
the greater part of their own habits, ideas, and l ~ g u a g e  (bat uot phy- 
oiognomy) in thoee of the Hind&. 

The Kkfk language became a corrupt dialect of H i d ,  retrining ad 
many pal- t m x a  (except to curious eyes) of primitive bar-. 
The Ektharialb are the deaosndanta more or lem pure of R4ipik 

and other Kllcrtriyea of the pl.ins, who refrySe in theme mom- 
trim fmm the Mrnbn, or, merely military service as d v e a t a r r  
With fewer aims of policy and readier means in their bright swordr af 
requiting the protection dorded them than had the &.bru, tbq 

That ir, t h q  agreed to put away their old gods, and to take the new; t o h  
Brahmu for G l r h  ; and not to kill the cow : for the rent, they made and , make sufficiently ligbcly of the ceremonial law in whatever respeeta food and W- 
.I gmtiiation. Thsir active habits .~rd *or churtsr e d  mot bmoL Js , 

tbm othtrrrle, inumuch an they favow aobriety and c h d h u s .  



lmd motive to mix their proud blood with that of fhe vile abo* 
ginea than the Brahnuuw M t  the impolae. of, and they did mix it less. 
Hence, to this hom, they claim a ragoe superiority over the Khh. 
-ding that the presmve of the great tide of events am1111d 
them has, long since, confounded the two races in all essentials. n o s e  
among the K8-lld of the plains, who were more h, and allied 
thanselves with the K h b  females in concubinage. were permitted ts 
give to their children, so begotten, the patronymic title only, not the 
d. But their children again, if they married for two generntims 
into the Klkis, became pare K G ,  or, real Kshtriyae m point of pti. 
d e g e  and rank, though no longer so in name ! They were Khda, net 
~ t w :  and yet they bore the proud cognomina of the martial ' 
order of the Hiadbo, and were, in the land of their nativity, entitled 
t o  every prerogative which Kahutriyo birth confers in Hindhtcir ! 

Such is the thii and less fruitful root of the Khda race. 
The EktMAs speak the Khls language, and they speak no other. 
The T M k w b  di&r from the EkthriaAs only by the d d e n t a l  

urnrmstanae of their lineage being royal. At some former period. aud 
in some little stete or other, their progenitors were princes. 

The 8aM an the present royal family. 
The temrrming mi?itwy tribes of the Parbatti& are the Magar 

m d  G6adng, who now mpply the greater numbere of the soldiers of 
lbh etate. 

Prom lending themselves lees early and heartily to B r d m d a J  
than the K& they have retained, in vivid freshnew, their 

oiginJ langnagaa, physiognomy, and, in a less degree, habits. 
To their o m  untaught ears their languages d i  entirely the one 

from the &, but, in very trath, only as remote di$ecta of one great 
tqp, the type of which is the language of Tibet. Their physiagao- 
nth, too, hwe pecatiaritiea proper to each, but with the g e n d  Cal. 
nmk amte and o m e r  in both. The Gibilngs are less generally and 
man d y  redeemed from Lddam and primitive impurity than the 
-MagmY. 

But, &agh both Qdrthya and Mtagcsr. atill maintain their own 
v d  tangua, Tartar time., and carele~manners, yet, what with 
military d u e  for several generations, under the predominant Khk, 
and what with the commerce of Khds males with their females*, they 

* Hm, u in the camen of the &ahata and Kh&, and Krholrfyo and K h k ,  them 
. a r b s  mmurlbc. T h e o ~ p r i n g o f a R A & n i L a H ~ m ~ f ~ a  
tirLr a6 qd rarl dkpr or m. The daandsnta fall ipUo the rank af 
tLcir mothers, and re- only the patronymic. 
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9!Xl or&is and Ckrr r ipdoa  tb mG 

b v e  acqnired thc languap, thoagh not to the obllokm of thsir 
own; and the KAcb habits and rentimmts, bet with -dry - 
tions in favor of pristine liberty. As they have. however, with such 

a grsce as they could muster, submitted themeelves to the c a r e d  
law of purity, and to Brd-  supremacy, they have been adopted ao 

.Hkdds.  But partly owing to the liceneee above gknced at, end 
partly by reason of the neceeaity of distinctions of Ate to Hid&hm, 
they have been denied the thread, and aonstituted a d o u W  order 
below it, and yet not Vaisya nor Sudro, but a something aoperior to 
both the latter, what, I fancy, it might p d e  the 8Adatrb to up& 

-on Hind/, principles. 
The &ahmuas of N@6l are much less generally addicted to arr~ 

thoee of the plains ; and they do not therefore p m y  belong to 
our present subjeot. The enumeration af the Brahms ie neverthe- 
1- necessary, ee servisg to elucidate the lineage and connexiaoa d the 
mi1itol.y tribes, and especially of the Khb.  

The martial cl- of N@ are, tben, the Khb, Bf-, rod 
wdngog; each comprising a very numerous clan or race. varkdy -- 
fid and subdivided ia the manner exhibited in the fallowing t.bdu 
mtatement, 

o r i s  aeab d the Khb is ordinarily aPid to be Gtn-kM, 
cause it was thence immediately that they hued. 70 yeam ago, ~nder 
&e gnidance of Pam~vr  NAUYAN, to qnire the fame and &minim 
&evd by him and his aucceewm of the GorWli dynrsty. 

But the K h h  were long previowly to the age of Pnrwavr Pimran 
spread o v ~  ths whde of the CWjBYa ; and they am now 

found in every pert of the exieting Lrsgdom of N w .  The K& are 
rather more devoted to the how of QwkGci, as well tia more liable 
B-1 prejudiced than the Magars or Gli~dq.9; end, on b& 
-unts, are somewhat lees desirable M soMiere few our & than 
the latter tribea. I say nomewhat, it is a men3 qwstion d 
degree ; the gh& ha-, no religiaue Mgdices, nor pro- 
b&ly any national partiplitiee. which would prevent their d~ 
excellint and faithful servants in arm ; and they pmeam pre-tmiaent- 

that m a l i n e  energy of character and love of entarprize ~ & h  
&t&piah m h t a g e o d y  the military race8 of N W .  -The 
original m t  of the Magar8 is the Bdn Yangrdatk, or Sdakng, 
p-w, Bhirkot. D h ,  Gardung. Ridng. GMng, Gdhi ,  Argb. 
Ibki, Mwikot, old Inrcr ; in other words, most of the centd 4 
bwer parb of the mountainm between thc B U '  and M a r q e  r n a ~  

The Marickmy# of ollr g.pr 



The atbchmmt of the M q v a  to the houm of &kh6 ia but recent, 
u d  of m extraordinary or intimate nature. Still l a  so is that of 

' 

the G h h g a ,  wboee native seats occupy a line of country parallel to 
that of the Mngaru, to the north of it, and extending to the snowa in 
that direction. Modem eventa have spread the Magas and Cu'r&go 
over most part of the present -om of N@. The G6rdagu aad 
Magaru are, in the main, Hi*, oJj, becawe it is the f m h n  ; and 
the Hiddim of the Kh&, in all practical and aoldierly respects, is 
fne of disqnalifying pwtctilio. 

Theae highland roldiers, w h  denpatch their meal in halt an hoar, sad 
saw the csremonial law by merely washing their hands and face, and 
taking otT their turbans before cooking, laugh at the pharisaical rigor 
of uipdkts, who must bathe from head to foot, and make p@a, 
ere they begin to dress their dinner, must eat nearly naked in the 

weather, and cannot be in marching trim again in lees than 
three h o w .  
In war, the former readily carry several days provieiona on their 

: the latter would deem ruch an act intolerably degrading. The 
fanner lee in foreign serviae nothing but the prospect of glory and 
@I: the latter can diecover in it nuthmg but pollution and peril 
from d e a n  men and terrible wizards, gobline, and evil a p ~ . .  In 
masses, the former have all that indomitable ooniidence, each in all, 
nhich grows out d national integrity and suwem : the latter can have 
no idea of this sentiment, which maintaina the union and mlu t ion  of 
multitudes in peril, bettar than all other human bonds whatever. 

I calculate that there are at this time in NipcJ no lens than 30,001) 
m, or soldiem otf the roll by rotation, belonging to the above 
three t n i .  I am not mue that there exists any insuperable obatarle 
to our obtaining, in one form or 0 t h ~ .  the services of a large body of 
theee men; and mch are their energy of oharacter, love of enterprise 
.nd freedom from the ahaden of caste, that I am well assured their 
mwicee, if obtained, wonld noon come to be most highly prized. . 

In my humble opinion t h y  pre by far the beat soldiers in India; 
and if they were made participators of ow renown in arms, I conceive 
that their gdhnt  spirit and unadulterated military habits might be 
nlied on for fidelity ; and that our good and regular pay and noblg 
pamian edabliahment n o d  aerve to aonnterpok the intluence of 
natianality, especially in the Mrrgwu and Gdrdngs. 

The following table exhibits a clamiied view of the Br* t& 

Military tribes, with thair various wbdivhbm. 



Mar V k  @tk# Ttiba. 
Bnasxmr. 

RapAkhLti. Onti DherlPi 
K h a t i v h  UtkIIIi. BbYrtpil. 
DLLPI. Kandariah. Pandrtl. 
AdhikPri. Ohart mCL %w 
Dcoj.. OhUtyU. aflyu. 
RtlLPi NivapAnp. M L  
Sywbl. TLdkoti  Gohop. 
w i u .  u p h d  topi a h ~ r a n i n i  
Dbd~lgyU. Pariju Kamlm. Rbpil. 
L o i f i  Romp Oli. Cbdlbp.  
DotiyU. Champ GPi D w  
Kmdy91. Obra OKL Bh.l.Ln 
Katybl. Sobzri. B b l ~  
DangiI. Pandit. DnlU 
sbgyaL Tam p~np.  f+qi.li 
B i M .  Timil Y i a r  . B+i. 
Ukni~Pl. KAph.lp. 9.tdlr 
Bh.tlwPI. Oaitbonla. ahkMl i .  
0.jnifl. 0.irph. Pipli. K&l&ni. 
Chamla O l i  a h i l y 8 .  O I U  
Put. ao;. Sim- LPhbni 
Bpsiiirs PhhnwAl. Ynthbari. 
D&. Chmka aint 
Sbti W n  mini. 

KHAB. 
Id. SubcEicririor qf the K&J, ca&d Tk&o. 

a k b y e  POWC. Khnpotui 
SnyPI. Ohimiqr Par& u li. 
M&dji. KbdU. Deojr 
Umichanya. SonyiiL 

%ad. Sddivi.M 4 f t b  Kh&, ccrlI.dEid+t.  
Khapotui. Yripai. PPwC. 

3rd. Subdivision, called BhunaZri 
Lh.. S ~ a p t i .  

4th. bbddimn'or, called Kdrti. 
lAmr MBn&k KWU. 

6th. Srbdivi~im, called K b g t c i .  
Mahadji. PartyU. P;hapcltari 
IAmiclunp. KhulU. Palf l i  
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Mall.. 
Wn. 

lOtL Wiui . iocr ,  a Ddni 
Powh. 

11th. Gubdivin'm, or G k r t i  
Sijaprti. 

19th. Subdiviuimt, or Khattri. 
Udl t l .  Lamichtyb  A jhl. 
8ovCri. Dhaka. SApLotya. 
porya. PbanyPI. 
Sakhtyhl. B o d .  

Trw ~ h a a  not yet claw$ed 
SijAl. Satoup. Rdpatbbti. 
Cho~~vals a&. Parspi. Khatiwata. 
Am OPi. ChaIatOsi B h t t  EUi 
~4 aai ililatbod. Neophya. 
Satya GCL Mori Bhw. M U .  
Devakota. Alphaltopi. Mti. 
a~uhtdla. ParijliEawah. 08ti. 

M n .  Bamankotya. B h t t  Ojha. 
Bhlya. Tew&i Kaduiab. 
ailel. PonBni. KLk Kh.ttri 
Cbonisl. Homya Glli. Dh6ng41u 
R $ p i .  T i i m d o t .  Pongy Bt 

EXMARYA, or iusulolrd tribrr ranking with &Iri.. 
Chohaa B o b a n .  K n U  
Bophati. Cbiloti DikshiL 
Khntit DAngi. P d t .  
givan. himadhi.  P d .  
Mshrt. Bhukhadi. ChokhQL 
Barwil. B b d .  C b o h  

D u d  
T T I A K u ~ I ,  or Royal liwagsn, r&g with K G .  

Sadl. Cband. Jim. 
Mane Hamltl. 
Chohrla. RuchPI. 

RaLb.pr 

MAGARB. 
I.-S~bdiviuiom nf the Magarr, called Rdnd. 
ay W i .  Bylingnhi K y ~ p c ~  
Pulhni. Phydyhli. D u r n  LPmi 
G h c h  L4micbtya I& 
Pnadl. ( fnndham Cbarmi 
l'hdda. Wti 
11.-Subdimnion of Magar#, called Thdpa. 
Cbomi. Kbli. Myl. 

W I i .  JW w. 
Sudri. Y 4qdi  fififli 
Chit0ori.b. Jhki. ArgboonlL 
S i a l i .  SM. RijU. 
Ill.-Snbdi+ of Magma, called Alaya. 
me W ng. 
(M& sripllli snytl. 
D d W .  Sirpati. Panthi. 



11.-Description of Bokhd*~. By Liert. A. @es, Bombay A m y ,  Am 
Reuident at Kutch. f :  

fl,' , 

Our first care on entering Bokhdra was to change our garb, and 
adopt the usages prescribed by the laws of the country. A p d .  
tion to the minister might have perhaps relieved us of the necedy, 
h t  to do so was in consonance with our own plans, and we did not 
delay a moment in fnlfillin@; them. Our tnrbana were exchanged for 
shabby sheep-skin caps with the fur inside, and our kamarban& wen 
thrown aside for a rude piece of rope or tape. The outer garment of 
the country was discontinued, as well as our stockings, since these .re 
the emblems of distinction in the holy city of B o k h  between an in- 
fidel and a true believer. We know alao that none but a MohnmmrAln 
might ride within the walls of the city, and we hod an inward fscliog 
which told ns to be heartily gratified if we were permitted, at such 
M n g  eacrificsr, to continue our abode in the capital. A couplet* which 
deacribee Samarwul as the paradise of the world, alao names B o W a  
as the strength of religion and of Isiiim ; and impious and powerlees u 
we were, we could have no desire to try experiments among those who 
secmed, outwardly, at least, such bits. The drers which 1 have de- 
k b e d  i nowhere enjoined by the Qwlr, nor did it obtain in these 
countries for two centuries after the prophet; not till the bigotry of 




